Dr. J. C. SPENCE asked by which method the estimation of the blood-sugar was carried out in these cases. It would appear that in the first case the renal threshold was about 0-28 per cent., as with the blood sugar at this level only a trace of sugar appeared in the urine. Even if one took into account the fact that as the disease progressed the threshold, or "leak point,"
rose, yet in this case it appeared to be unduly high. In the normal child the level at which the kidney excreted sugar was about 016 or O17 per cent. He raised the point because in some methods of estimation depending on the use of a colorimeter there was a tendency in certain cases, especially those of kidney disease, to give at least 50 per cent. too high a reading. He said this had recently been pointed out by de Wesselow, who had used MacLean's method of blood-sugar estimation.
Dr. GRAHAM (in reply) said the method he used was Bang's method, which he regarded as a reliable one. The level of the leak point varied very much. With some it was 01 per cent. but usually 018 per cent. It was said by some that when the leak point rose, it was a sign of evil import. There were some cases of severe diabetes in which the blood-sugar might be up to 03 or 035 grm. per cent., and yet they might pass practically no sugar in their urine. So far from it being of evil import, he considered that it was a protective mechanism. In each of these children the leak point was high, and that was the reason, in his judgment, why they had lived so long.
Recurrent Facial Paralysis.
By FREDERICK LANGMEAD, M.D. (President).
HER mother states that this girl has had three attacks of facial paralysis, always first noticed in the morning. The first when she was a baby lasted a few days and then cleared up completely. The second about a year ago, equally transient. The present has lasted several weeks.' There is no evidence of ear disease. Suggestions as to aetiology and treatment are invited.
DISCUSSION.
Mr. E. D. D. DAVIS asked whether the ears of this patient had been carefully examined. Attacks of otitis media in children, even without suppuration, occasionally caused facial paralysis. This child had enlarged tonsils and an adenoid growth, hence the probable attacks of otitis media. The mother stated that the child had been deaf, and was usually deaf during a bad cold.
Dr. F. PARKES WEBER said the case suggested to him a local cause in the bony course of the nerve, due, perhaps, to recurrent inflammatory swelling. He could not help thinking of recurrent eases of so-called "ophthalmoplegic migraine" in this connexion.
The PRESIDENT (in reply) agreed that operation on the throat wasnecessary, as there was some nasopharyngeal obstruction; the teeth also required attention. He had only seen the child once before that day. The mother said that there had been no pain with any of the attacks, and the membrane was apparently normal. Osteogenesis Imperfecta.
By FREDERICK LANGMEAD, M.D. (President).
A. P., MALE, aged 61 years. Birth easy, no abnormalities noted.
Twin, illegitimate, and fed for first two years on Nestle's milk and Neave's food. Nothing abnormal was noted by grandmother until he failed to begin walking or moving about at usual time. Always languid, pale and irritable, and failed to thrive or grow. Up to now he has never walked, and when sat up, has always wanted to lie down, crying and seemingly in pain. Has had frequent " colds"; no other illness noticed.
On admission to hospital, very pale, deformed and undersized; total length only 29 in. Eyes prominent and face looking pained and careworn. Head large, square, and bossed, measuring 19 in. in circum-*ference, or about two-thirds of the body length. Signs of rickets pronounced. Chest distinctlv rachitic, with ribs steeply beaded. Much kyphosis and some scoliosis. Epiphyses excessively enlarged and bones curved. General muscular hypotonia with laxity of joints present. This is well seen in metacarpo-phalangeal joints where considerable hyperextension is possible. Fractures of left humerus and in both femora, and greenstick fracture of left clavicle. He cries if manipulated, and is only comfortable when lying down.
Blood picture: Red corpuscles, 2,827,000; hawmoglobin, 48 per cent.; colour index, 0'89; white cells, 6,800; of the latter 43 per cent. are polymorphs, 42 per cent. small lymphocytes, 12 per cent. large lymphocytes, 3 per cent. large mononuclears. Much polychromatophilia :nd slight poikilocytosis. , Radiograms show clear-cut fractures of long bones surrounded by large amount of callus at points where bending is greatest.
